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November 14, 2017

The Honorable Rex W. Tillerson
Secretary of State

U.S. Department of State
Washington, D.C. 20520

Dear Mr. Secretary: 3 .

We are writing to express our concerns regarding Iranian presence in Syria. We recently returned
from the region, where we heard concerns from our close ally, Israel, about Tranian operations in
Syria, particularly since the signing of a ceasefire last July, which set up de-escalation zones on
Israel and Jordan’s border,

Iran is providing substantial amounts of support to the Syrian regime, including funds, weapons,
and personnel from the IRGC-Quds Force. Iran is estimated to have deployed about 1,300-1,800
IRGC soldiers and even some regular army special forces personnel to Syria, which would mark
a significant departure from a historical policy of keeping regular army forces within Iran’s
borders. Iran is also directing Hizballah and other non-Syrian Shiite militia fighters to battle on
behalf of the regime. ' ‘ :

The experience of fighting in Syria has given way to a new generation of seasoned Hizballah

. fighters, who now have extensive know-how in offensive operations and in coordinating with the
Syrian military and the Russian air force. As the tactical experience of its fighters has grown, so
has its weapons stockpile. Hizballah®s 150,000 rockets and missiles is larger than that of most
states and could pose a grave military threat to Isracl. Equally concerning, Iran is reportedly
building weapons factories in Syria to produce precision guided missiles so that it would no
longer have to ship weapons to Hizballah from Iran. Finally, Hizballah continues to receive
weapons and training from a variety of sources, including Iran and Russia.

Should Iran be allowed to maintain a permanent military presence in Syria, it would pose a
significant threat to Israel, Jordan, and United States interests. A permanent Iranian presence in
Syria would connect Lebanon-based Hizballah to Iran via Iraq and Syria. This would give Iran
the ability to project power from the Persian Gulf to the Mediterranean Sea. Any agreement or
policy that allows Tran to station forces on or near Israel and Jordan’s border does not serve US
interests.
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We urge you to come to Congress with a strategy for Syria that includes how the United States
plans to prevent Iran from gaining a permanent foothold on Israel and Jordan’s doorstep and to
block Iranian arms exports to Hizballah.
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Member of Congress
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