@ongress of e Mniten States
MWashington, DE 20515

May 16, 2017

The President
The White House
Washington, DC 20500

Dear Mr. President:

As you prepare to welcome Turkish President Recep Tayyip Erdogan to Washington, D.C., we
write to express our serious concerns about the continuing erosion of human rights and the
dramatic decline of democratic values in Turkey. We strongly urge you to make these issues a
priority during your meeting with President Erdogan.

Turkey’s democratic identity has long been a part of the U.S.-Turkish relationship and its role in
the region. Turkey joined the NATO alliance two years after it held its first competitive election
in 1950. Turkey’s democracy has been a great source of strength for the alliance and a bedrock
of stability across the Middle East and the Balkans.

However, over the past several years, Erdogan and his allies have mounted a continuous assault
on the rule of law, particularly using the courts to stifle fundamental rights including free speech,
to quash any opposition to their undemocratic actions. They have thrown thousands of Turks in
jail, on shaky and political grounds, particularly journalists reporting on their actions, and left
many of their citizens, and even Americans in Turkey, fearful of their own futures.

We are particularly troubled by the recent constitutional referendum, which suffered from a lack
of transparency and lays the groundwork for Erdogan to further undermine democratic
institutions. The referendum campaign was held under a state of emergency in a tightly
controlled media environment where critical voices from the press and civil society were jailed.
Election observers from the Organization for Security and Cooperation in Europe, who were
tasked with evaluating the legitimacy of the election itself, found the campaign was imbalanced
and essential democratic freedoms were curtailed.

Journalists have been targeted as the Turkish media is subjected to censorship and intimidation
by the Erdogan government. According to Reporters Without Borders® 2017 World Press
Freedom Index, Turkey ranks 155 out of 180 countries making them one of the worst countries
for press freedom. Likewise, Amnesty International reports indicate that over 120 journalists
have been imprisoned and more than 150 media outlets have been forcibly closed simply for
exercising their rights to freedom of expression and the press.

The government has also increased direct threats against political opposition groups and minority
communities including ethnic Kurds. In fact, the government has imprisoned parliamentarians
and opposition party leaders. According to media reports, the government has continued its
aggressive crackdown since the April 16 referendum.
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As it is a critical moment for Turkey and the U.S.-Turkish relationship, the United States must be
candid and consistent in our support of democratic values and respect for human rights for the
sake of Turkey’s future, as well as the long-term interests in the region of both the United States
and our NATO allies. We therefore urge you to make support for Turkish democracy a priority,
both in your meetings with President Erdogan this week and in U.S. policy toward Turkey
thereafter.

Sincerely,

BRAD?EY S. SCHNEIDER

Member of Congress
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ELIOT ENGEL GUS M. BILIRAKIS

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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DANA ROHRABACHER TED LIEU

Member of Congress Member of Congress

PETE OLSON VICKY HARTZLER é

Member of Copgre Member of Congress

EMANUEL CLEAVER, 11 4) ROKITA

Member of Congress Member of Congress :
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COLLEEN HANABUSA LLOYD DOGGETT

Member of Congress Member of Congress




AMES P. MCGOVERN
ember of Congress

STEVE KTN‘@"‘

Member of Congress
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RO KHANNA
Member of Congress
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ALAN LOWENTHAL
Member of Congress

LUCILLZ MAL—ALLARD

Member of Congress

b

MIKE COFFMAN
Member of Congress
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AN SCHAKOWSKY
ember of Congress
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Member of Congress

Member of Congress
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BARBARA LEE
Member of Congress
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SUZAN DELBENE
Member of Congress
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lember of Congress

SHEILA JACKSQN LEE
Member of Congress

BARBARA COMSTOCK
Member of Congress
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DANIEL T. KILDEE
Member of Congress

HENRY CUELLAR
Member of Congress

MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM

Member of Congress
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DANNY K. DAVIS
Member of Congress
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DAVID N. CICILLINE
Member of Congress
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DARREN SOTO
Member of Congress
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RANDY WEBER
Member of Congress
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DINA TITUS
Member of Congress

LAMAR SMITH
Member of Congress

LYNN JENKINS
Member of Congress
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DAVID YOUNG
Member of Congress
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BOBBY L. RUSH
Member of Congress
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ERALD E. CONNOLL

Member of Congress
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DORIS MATSUI
Member of Congress

TED DEUTCH
Member of Congress

ember of Congress




RON DESANTIS
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress
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BLAKE FARENTHOLD
Member of Congress

JA KRISHNAMOORTHI
Member of Congress

THLEEN M. RICE

Member of Congress

2 A

ED PERLMUTTER
Member of Congress
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'SANDERWEVIN
Member of Congress
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GENE GREEN
Member of Congress
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CAROL SHEA-PORTER
Member of Congress
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LLOYD SMUCKER
Member of Congress

FRENCH HILL
Member of Congress
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SALUD O. CARBAJAL
Member of Congress

Member of Congress
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Member of Congress

BILL PASCRELL, JR. /z
Member of Congress
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CHELLIE PINGREE
Member of Congress
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ADAM SMITH CHARLES W. DENT
Member of Congress Member of Congress
BRAD SHERMAN MO BROOKS

Member of Congress Member of Congress
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AMI BERA ADRIANO ESPAILLAT
Member of Congress Member of Congress

STEPHANIE MURPHY
Member of Congress
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Member of Congress ﬁ\ Member of Congress

DEBBIE WASSERMAN SCHULTZ PAUL D. TONKO
Member of Congress : Member of Congress

ROBIN L. KELLY
Membkr of Congress
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M ber of Congress Member of Congress
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IM‘COOPER BRENDAN F. BOYLE
Member of Congress mber of Congress
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JE AN MIKE DOYLE
Member of Congress Member of Congress
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JIM HIMES
Member of Congress

ee: The Honorable Rex Tillerson, Secretary of State




